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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INFORMAL GROUP OF 
LESS-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES HELD ON 7 SEPTEMBER 1966 

Prepared by the Secretariat 

1. The forty-fifth In a series of regular weekly meetings of the informal 
group of less-developed countries was held on 7 September 1966, under the 
Chairmanship of H.E. Dr. José Antonio Encinas del Pando, Ambassador of Peru. 
The meeting was attended by the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Cuba, India, Indonesia, Israel, Jamaica, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago, United Arab Republic, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. 

2. The Chairman informed the group that, in accordance with the decision 
taken at the previous meeting of the group, he had addressed a communication 
to each less-developed country in GATT forwarding a copy of the "Suggested 
Procedures for Negotiations Among Less-Developed Countries" (INT(66)485/Rev.1) 
considered in the group and requesting an indication of its views and 
intentions with regard to the proposed negotiations. It was a matter of 
satisfaction that a substantial number of less-developed countries had responded 
to this invitation. The meeting had before it the substantive portions of the 
replies received (INT(66)523). This listed some eleven contracting parties 
as having indicated that they intended to participate in the negotiations, and 
seven other contracting parties as having previously notified to that effect. 
The meeting was informed that Argentina should also have been included in the 
latter group, (see annexed list). The meeting took note of this information 
as well as certain comments transmitted by Cuba and Malawi on the "Suggested 
Procedures" (INT(66)524 and INT(66)525). 

?.- The representative of Nigeria stated that, as indicated in his reply to 
the Chairman's communication in this regard, his delegation welcomed the idea 
of exchange of trade concessions between developing countries in GATT. The 
procedures for the exchange of such concessions would, however, have to be 
the subject of intensive discussions and negotiations among interested parties. 
There was no reason why the exchange of such concessions must be accomplished 
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within the framework of the Kennedy Round, and the relatively short time 
left before the completion of the Kennedy Round might be insufficient for 
the carrying out of meaningful negotiations. Furthermore, the goal of 
trade expansion among developing countries would have to be pursued in the 
first instance through efforts at a regional level. This approach was 
favoured by most African countries as was evidenced by a recommendation 
to that effect by the Economic Commission for Africa, and Nigeria intended 
to abide by that recommendation. Nigeria would, at any rate, not find it 
possible to grant concessions in respect of duties and taxes maintained 
for revenue purposes. In concluding, he expressed the hope that, in any 
bilateral negotiations among developing countries for the exchange of 
preferences, the interests of other developing countries would be sufficiently 
safeguarded. 

4. Referring to the points raised by the representative of Nigeria, several 
members of the group recalled that the question of regional versus a more 
generalized system of exchange of trade concessions among less-developed 
countries had already been discussed at considerable length in the Group on 
Expansion of Trade Among Less-Developed Countries and in the Committee on 
Trade and Development, and that less-developed countries represented had 
agreed that negotiations should take place with a view to the exchange of 
concessions among less-developed countries in general. There had been no 
suggestion that this would be in conflict with efforts aimed at preferential 
or integration arrangements of a regional character; such trade negotiations 
had been contemplated within the spirit, and in accordance with the provisions, 
of Part IV of the General Agreement. 

5. Speaking at the request of the Chairman, Mr. Mathur, Assistant Director-
General, explained that paragraph 4 of the procedures was intended to cover 
matters which traditionally had been taken up in GATT negotiations. As in 
the past, there was no mandatory obligation for a contracting party to offer 
concessions on a particular matter; and it was of course recognized that a 
country might, for example, not be able to reduce fiscal taxes. Mr. Mathur 
stressed that, while these procedures provided a framework within which less-
developed countries could examine more closely the possibility of exchanging 
concessions, the legal status of these procedures should not be over-emphasized, 
since the less-developed countries were always free to exchange concessions on 
a most-favoured-nation basis. The question of exchange of preferences had been 
discussed at considerable length in the Group on Expansion of Trade Among 
Developing Countries and in the Committee on Trade and Development and it had 
been agreed that it should be left to less-developed countries to negotiate such 
proposals or arrangements among themselves, account being taken of certain 
broad considerations mentioned in the Committee's reports and subject to final 
examination by the CONTRACTING PARTIES. 
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6. In the discussion of the time schedule for the envisaged negotiations it 
was pointed out that, in view of the time needed for preparation, the date 
in paragraph 5 of the procedures (1 September 1966) for the exchange of 
requests lists was no longer realistic. Some members of the group stressed 
the desirability of getting the negotiations under way as soon as possible. 
Other members thought that the complex nature of the exercise, the technical 
work involved in the prearation of the requests lists and the need for 
co-ordination of offers by certain groups of countries all indicated that a 
longer period must be allowed for the preparation. The group agreed that the 
date for the submission of requests lists should, for the time being, be set 
for 15 October 1966. The group also agreed that the dates appearing in para
graphs 8, 9 and 10 of the procedures would be discussed at the next meeting of 
the group. 

7. In response to a question, Mr. Mathur, Assistant Director-General, referred 
to paragraph 14 of the suggested procedures and stated that this provided for 
the possibility of the negotiations between less-developed countries being 
continued after the completion of the Kennedy Round. However, as teams of 
national experts were on hand in Geneva for the Kennedy Round, the less-
developed countries might wish to schedule parallel negotiations among themselves 
in such a way as to take full advantage of the presence of thoir experts. 
Further, in as much as any concessions extended by developing countries on a 
most-favourëd-nation basis might be of benefit to developed countries, they 
might be taken as a relevant element in the general negotiations. Developing 
countries may, therefore, see some advantage in carrying out the lese-developed 
country negotiations concurrently with the Kennedy Round. 

8. On the question whether the "Suggested Procedures" in INT{66)485/Rev.l 
should be issued formally, the group noted that, in accordance with the terms 
on which the matter had been referred to it, there did not seem any need to 
submit these procedures to any organ of the CONTRACTING PARTIES for approval. 
It might, however, be desirable to notify them to all contracting parties for 
information. It was agreed that a decision as to when and how this should be 
done should be taken at a later stage when the less-developed countries had 
agreed on the time schedule for the negotiations. 

9- The group agreed to meet again on Monday, 19 September 1966 at 9«?0 a.m. 
with a view to establishing appropriate dates for the meeting of governmental 
experts, for the meeting of the Committee on Negotiations Among Less-Developed 
Countries, for the submission of lists of offers and other related matters. 

10. The delegate of Nigeria stated that at a future meeting of the group, his 
delegation would wish to propose for discussion the question of the organization 
and structure of the GATT secretariat. 
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ANMEX 

Contracting parties which have indicated 
their intention to participate in the trade 
'negotiations among less-developed countries 

Argentina Indonesia Peru 
Brazil Israel Spain 
Ceylon Jamaica Trinidad and Tobago 
Chile Republic of Korea Uganda 
Cuba Malta United Arab Republic 
India Pakistan Uruguay 

Yugoslavia 


